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COALITION FOR A RESILIENT AND INCLUSIVE WATERFRONT ANNOUNCES FIRST
ANNUAL WATERFRONT WELLNESS WEEK AND WATERFRONT SUMMIT IN

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE CITY OF BOSTON

The Coalition will host a weeklong series of community events along Boston’s harbors and
rivers in June, and a summit and day of service in September

BOSTON, MA — May 16, 2022 — Today, the Coalition for a Resilient and Inclusive Waterfront,
an alliance of more than 50 organizations from throughout Boston focused on access, inclusion,
resiliency, and economic vitality on Boston’s harbor, islands, and rivers, announced a series of
signature events and conversations in 2022 that will focus on amplifying the critical connection
between Boston’s Waterfront and the region’s public health.

A 2021 poll on waterfront issues, commissioned by the Coalition last fall showed Boston voters
overwhelmingly believe the waterfront should “improve the public health of the City by providing
open spaces for exercise and enjoyment”. At the same time, it showed that communities believe
there is much work to do to make those spaces more inclusive and accessible. This year’s
programming aims to engage the city’s different neighborhoods, local leaders, and diverse
nonprofits throughout the region in a conversation about how we can address these pressing
issues.

“Boston is a coastal city vulnerable to rising seas and extreme weather, and we have the
responsibility to be a national leader in building a thriving, green economy,” said Mayor Michelle
Wu. “Our waterfront will be a key part of that transition and we must ensure it is equitable,
inclusive, and accessible to all.”

From Sunday, June 12, to Thursday, June 23, the Coalition’s member organizations, local
vendors, and partners throughout Boston will come together to host Waterfront Wellness Week
— a week-long series of events uplifting the connection between the waterfront and the health
and wellness of the city’s residents, neighborhoods, and visitors. Programming throughout the
week will be free and open to the public, and include activities that will bring residents out along
and on the water, celebrate local organizations and attractions, and engage people of all ages in
a conversation about how we can make the waterfront more resilient and accessible for all.

“Over the past few years, Boston’s leadership on the city, state, and federal level have started to
reflect the vibrant, diverse cultures present in the city,” said Anthony Davis, Jr., Programming
Advisor for the Coalition. “However we still have a lot of work to do to make sure Boston’s public
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spaces, including our harbors, islands and rivers, are accessible and enjoyable for all our
communities. Boston’s waterfront provides tremendous public health benefits – from providing
open spaces for recreation, to driving economic opportunity – and the Coalition’s efforts this
year will be focused on connecting more neighborhoods to those resources. There are residents
of Dorchester that have never walked along the Mystic River in Charlestown or residents of
West Roxbury that have never explored the East Boston pier, and we are excited to be working
with an incredible coalition of organizations to welcome residents from all parts of Boston to our
waterfront.”

The Coalition also announced that on Friday, September 16, the Coalition will host its first ever
Waterfront Summit, bringing together elected officials, advocates, community leaders, and other
stakeholders to explore and engage around a collective vision for the future of our waterfront.
The event will feature a keynote address to be announced later this year, and will be focused on
the central theme of public health and community wellness in connection with our public spaces
and the waterfront. The Summit will be followed by a Day of Service on Saturday, September
17, that will bring communities and organizations together to clean up public parks and gardens
along Boston’s harbors and rivers.

For more information about the Coalition’s work and planned 2022 programming, please visit
bostonwaterfrontcoalition.org.

Please find the growing list of organizations participating in the Coalition for a Resilient
and Inclusive Waterfront below:

Alliance for Business Leadership
A Better City
Becoming A Man (BAM)
Black Economic Council of Massachusetts
Boston Children’s Museum
Boston Harbor Now
Boston Shipping Association
Boston Society for Architecture
Boston Society of Landscape Architects
Boston While Black
Camp Harborview
Charles River Conservancy
Chinatown Main Streets
Conservation Law Foundation
East Boston Main Streets
East Boston Social Centers
Eastie Farm
Esplanade Association
Fields Corner Main Streets
Fort Point Neighborhood Association (FPNA)
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Friends of the Boston Harbor Islands
Friends of the Charlestown Navy Yard
Greater Boston Convention & Visitors Bureau
GreenRoots
GrubStreet
Harborfront Neighborhood Alliance
Harborkeepers
Historic Boston Inc.
Institute of Contemporary Art/Boston
Jeffries Point Neighborhood Association
Museum of Science
Mystic River Watershed Association
NAACP Boston Branch
Navy Yard Garden & Art
Neighborhood of Affordable Housing (NOAH)
Neponset River Watershed
New England Aquarium
North End Waterfront Neighborhood CouncilNorth End Waterfront Residents Association
(NEWRA)
Pier Five Association
Piers Park Sailing Center
Port Norfolk Civic Association
Rose Kennedy Greenway Conservancy
Save the Harbor/Save the Bay
Sociedad Latina
South Boston Neighborhood House
The American City Coalition (TACC)
The Black Joy Project
The Dimock Center
The Trustees of Reservations
West Fairmount Hill Community Group
Wharf District Council
World Ocean School
YMCA of Greater Boston
Zoo New England

About the Coalition for a Resilient and Inclusive Waterfront:

The Coalition for a Resilient and Inclusive Waterfront is an alliance of diverse non-profit
organizations focused on elevating the pressing issues facing Boston’s harbor, islands and
rivers. Through community engagement and by serving as a convener of local events and
forums, Coalition will work to advance a bold vision for the future of the city’s waterfront that
prioritizes resilience, inclusivity, access, and economic vitality.
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